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middle-class element in the towns, or to have any sympathy
with their desire for self-government. He vaguely saw that
they were creating wealth and could pay for what they
wanted ; the few charters that he granted were with him only
a means of raising money. He knew the value of a well-filled
treasury, and the domain and the Church could not supply all
his needs. But it was to be left to his grandson, Philip
Augustus, to realise the advantages to be gained for the
monarchy by an alliance with the bourgeoisie. Louis could
not render it this service; such an alliance would have been
unthinkable to him.
The great	Now, though a great deal of Louis' energy was expended
upon the barons within the domain, he like his predecessors
could not ignore the great feudatories whose lands were
adjacent to his. They, too, had been passing through a
period of weakness; this was true even of Normandy, previ-
ously so well governed, for owing to Robert's incapacity, and
the discord first with his father and then with his brother, the
barons had gained an almost independent position. Blois
had been politically negligible for some time ; in Anjou, Fulk
Rechin had never succeeded in reducing his barons to order;
and in Flanders, the absence of Robert II on crusade seems
to have given the opportunity to the nobles to disturb the
peace and to oppress the towns and the peasants. But in
the early years of the twelfth century this was all changed,
and in all these States, as in the royal domain, centralisation
Blois	became the rule. In Blois, Theobald (IV) succeeded his
father Stephen in 1102, and soon began to display an activity
which brought Blois again into political importance. He
was on the one hand an ardent ecclesiastical reformer, on the
other a constant rebel against royal authority. The count
of Blois was count of Chartres as well, and so Theobald had
been affected by the brigandage of Hugh of Le Puiset, and
had joined in the general appeal to the king against Hugh in
1111, Yet the next year he was in league with this same
Hugh, with Hugh of Cr£cy, and with the king of England
against Louis, and as his territories lay immediately to the
west of the royal domain he was a constant menace. On the
Aajou other side of him, however, the count of Anjou, Fulk V, was
loyal to his suzerain. He became count in 1109 and
succeeded, where his father had failed, in centralising his

